

                      Guidelines for Critiquing

1) Regard fellow BWW members with courtesy. As stated in the by-laws, BWW’s goal is to foster individual writing, improve, as well as build, writing skills and share constructive remarks. Be respectful of all writers and acknowledge their effort. BWW welcomes writers of all skill levels.
2) Please address remarks to the group, not author.  Stick to the writing at hand and make an effort to avoid personal stories. Time is short and each writer needs and deserves to have that time used constructively. Personal stories are welcome during the break. Speaking to the group versus the author allows the writer to listen without feeling the need to defend their work.

3) Members and visitors may contribute to the discussion—your opinion counts. Using the time provided for critique to comment on specific items in the writing that stand out, are memorable, lively or imaginative offers the writer worthwhile tools to use when revising their writing. Anything else is not a good use of the group’s time.

4) Points of grammar, spelling and style, again, help writers build skills.

5) Each manuscript chair will monitor the discussion and encourage readers to keep their remarks brief and to the point so that all writers get a chance to read their work within the confines of the group meeting time.
6) Authors are not invited to defend or debate the observations made by members. If the author has a need to address any issues related to his/her work, it’s saved until the last, if time allows.
7) Negative put downs and preaching will not be tolerated, in spoken or written critiques, per BWW by-laws. It’s important to remember critiques focus on the writing, not on opinions or excessive criticism of another’s work.
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